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The Band, which was first
known as Bob Dylan’s back-up
group, spent Friday and Satur-
day cooly circulating mountain
air through the Fillmore East,
105 Second Avenue.

The Band rose on Dylan's
coattails and made a respect-
able dent in the pop music
world last summer with the
release of “Music From Big
Pink,” its first album.

“Big Pink” refers to The
Band’s house in West Sauger-
ties, N.Y., and the album com-
posed there was a huge suc-
cess. It was a lean, crisp bear-
er of what one member of the
group calls ‘“‘mountain music,
half country, half rock 'n’
roll.”

The Band comprises Jaime
Robbie Robertson, guitar; Rick
Danko, bass; Richard Manuel,
‘piano; Garth Hudson, organ,
and Levon Helm, drums. All of
‘them contribute vocals, and it
is this vocal style that makes
ithem unusual. Their voices
blend in the nasal harmony
that marks the hillbilly musi-
cian; tight, rusty and mournful,
llike an old banjo string.

The Band takes cryptic, hip
thoughts and filters them
through their mountain air. In
Ithis way Dylan’s thoughts on
“I Shall Be Released,” the song
he contributed to their album,
comes off as a backwoods plea:
i“I see my life come shining/
from the west down to the
east/ any day now, any day
now I shall be released.”

In their first set Friday it
took them two or three songs
to really warm up, but when
they did they played with great
freshness and ease. The mem-
bers of The Band are, coolly
professional. They appeared on
stage wearing suits (of all
things) and worked into a
rocking fever of an intensity
seen only occasionally.
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